University of Pittsburgh Environmental Health and Safety
                                  Cadaver Use Area Inspection Report


	Security, Training, Documentation
	

	Director or PI permits entry only by persons who meet specific entry requirements (respirators, immunization, etc.). 

Individuals who feel that they may be at increased risk of infection must contact Employee Health Services.


	

	Before working, lab personnel receive:

· Training through lab director/PI about the hazards associated with work with biohazardous and chemical agents
· Information on necessary precautions to prevent exposures & exposure evaluation procedures
· Annual updates or additional training for procedural or policy changes 
· Lab personnel must demonstrate proficiency in practices and operations specific to the PI or designee

	

	Lab personnel have attended required University training programs.

Personnel receive appropriate medical surveillance for the agents handled.  

	

	Secured and locking doors limit access to the facility.  

Doors should be closed when experiments with BSL-2 agents are in progress.

Doors should be closed when animals are in the lab.


	

	Laboratory Safety Design  
	

	Door signs are posted on main entrance doors listing biological and chemical hazards, entry instructions, and emergency contact information.  

	

	A written emergency response plan is posted.  
	

	A telephone is readily available for emergencies.
	

	Windows do not open.
	

	Laboratory furniture (chairs, curtains, etc.) is sturdy, and spaces between benches, cabinets, and equipment are accessible for cleaning.   Furniture must be made of a material that can be decontaminated.

	

	All surfaces can be cleaned and disinfected; all surfaces are sealed and no cloth materials.  
	

	Materials are stored so as not to disrupt a clear plane 18” below sprinkler heads. 
	

	Corridors are kept clear.  Emergency equipment and fire protection/alarm devices (horns/strobes, sprinklers, fire extinguishers, etc.) are not blocked.
	

	Occupants know emergency exit routes.
	

	Doorways and aisles have 44” minimal clearance.
	

	The laboratory is reasonably clean, with no obvious pest management issues.
	


	Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
	

	Face protection (goggles, mask, face shield or other splatter guards) is available and used for anticipated splashes or sprays of microorganisms and/or chemicals.
If potentially infectious materials are used on the bench top, appropriate eye and face protection is worn.

	

	Protective coats/gowns/smocks/uniforms are worn in the lab. 

They are removed and left in the lab before leaving for non-laboratory areas.


	

	Gloves are worn when hands may contact biohazardous materials/contaminated surfaces.

Gloves are worn when handling hazardous chemicals and are appropriate for the chemical agent used.


	

	Each laboratory contains a sink for hand washing. 
	

	Persons wash their hands after they handle infectious materials, after removing gloves, and before leaving the laboratory. 

Gloves are disposed of when they become contaminated and when work with infectious materials is completed.


	

	An eyewash facility is available and is checked weekly.


	

	Basic first aid supplies are available, and lab personnel are aware of University procedures and reporting locations in case of on-the-job injuries. 


	

	Laboratory Practices
	

	Eating, drinking, smoking, handling contact lenses, and applying cosmetics are not permitted in the work area.  
Food is stored outside the work area in designated cabinets or refrigerators only.
	

	Import of specimens:                                                                                        
Biohazardous materials and chemical materials that are shipped or couriered to the lab are received in appropriate packaging and are labeled properly as to contents.


	

	Export of specimens:                                                                                     

Biohazardous materials and chemical materials that are shipped or couriered out of the lab are shipped in appropriate packaging and are labeled properly as per shipping and transportation requirements.

Anyone shipping dangerous goods (i.e. dry ice, biological substances, regulated chemicals) must have attended the Dangerous Goods Training.


	


	Biological Spill and Infection Control
	

	Spill cleanup procedures are posted for biohazardous agents and cleanup materials are available. 

Spills and accidents of biological materials are immediately reported to the director/PI.      


	

	Equipment and work surfaces are decontaminated with an appropriate disinfectant on a routine basis, after work is finished, and after overt spills, splashes, or other contamination by infectious materials. 


	

	Liquid biological wastes are decontaminated for the appropriate contact time and poured down the sink.

Flasks used to collect liquid cell culture wastes that are stored on the floor should be stored in secondary containment.


	

	Solid biological wastes are appropriately decontaminated and are packaged appropriately for transport from the lab.


	

	Pathological waste is collected in a separate biological waste bag or container and returned with the cadaveric specimens for proper disposal. 

	

	Needle Safety
	

	Safety-engineered Sharps devices (syringes that re-sheathe the needle, needle-less systems, or blunt needles) are required for use at when working with potentially infectious materials in a BSL-2 lab.


	

	Used disposable needles and sharps are carefully placed in approved "Sharps" containers which are disposed when 2/3 full.  
	

	Used disposable needles are never bent, sheared, broken, recapped, removed from disposable syringes, or otherwise manipulated by hand before disposal.


	

	Room Atmosphere
	

	Space has sufficient room air exchanges; supply air and exhaust vents are unobstructed. 


	


